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Awesome job againéé.. In 2011 the Knights of    

Columbus have donated approximately $12,400.00 in 

cash and contributed 7,000 + hours of work helping 

our Church and Community. I know Iôm repeating my-

self but itôs worth repeating. 

The VA Christmas Party was an awesome one. Lotôs 

of Veterans thereéé.more than last year. We also had 

lots of help which always makes it easier and more 

fun. Just like the previous years we served pizza, root 

beer and ice cream. Itôs really something the Veterans 

look forward to. Santa (Gary Godard again) óworkedô 

the room and handed out gift cards. This year we had 

live music using a piano player. 

If you missed the Knights of Columbus Christmas 

Party ééééyou really missed a great time. Rich set 

up everything at Positanos and it was awesome.      

Everything was really awesome. We all ordered off the 

extensive menu, it was served hot and the drinks were 

cold. If we have it there next year weôll try to give  

everyone more notice and you donôt want to miss it. 

Hope you had a GREAT CHRISTMAS and a Happy 

New Year. 

Ray Bowser 

Grand Knight  

Council 12761  

Meetings 1 st and 3 rd  Mondays at 7:00 PM  

 Life Center/Fireplace Room  

Annunciation Catholic Church  

1020 Montgomery Road  

Altamonte Springs, FL.32714  

http://www.annunciationkofc.org 
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Another calendar year has passed where the most recent 

accomplishments included a very successful 

Wounded Veteranôs Christmas Party.  One hundred and 

fifteen vets received $10 worth of Canteen Books, (chits) 

along with root beer floats and pizza. A great time was 

had by all, especially those warriors who gave so much for 

us so that we may continue to enjoy freedom. 

We had four brothers receive knighthood on November 

26th.  Congrats to Sir Knights Phil Henderson, Carl Krot, 

Jack Sarkissian and Albert Christian from Hippo Council 

15266. 

 Now we look for the results of the Essay Contest early in 

January.  Several brother knights will review a handful of 

essays passed on by ACC as top contenders, to pick three 

winners, who will receive monetary rewards in the form of 

saving bonds.  A formal presentation will be made by the 

Faithful Navigator, the Essay contest chairman Jonas Po-

males, along with several Sir Knights in full regalia. 

Late in February, we will start selling tickets to the St. 

Patrickôs Dinner Dance.  This year we introduce a new 

horse to our stable, Father Steven Parks will be taking 

over from Father Deeney.  Big shoes (horse), to fill.  We 

wish him well. 

 

Ross Arbelius 

Faithful Navigator 
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Knights of Columbus Essay Contest Winners 

Annunciation Catholic Academy 

1st Place:   Christina Stafstrom  

    2nd Place:   Natalie Fouque  

    3rd Place:   Kristine Rapprich  

 



 
Dear Knights and Ladies,  
  
    As I ñpenò these lines, it is a few days before Christmas.  As we anticipate the Saviorôs rebirth in our hearts, we are re-
minded that the Infant Jesus, like all of us, gradually grew in wisdom and grace before God and man.   He did not remain an 
infant all his life.  There was a growth process, and we too must grow in our Faith through knowledge and service.   
  
    The month of January contains several wonderful feasts, including the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, the Epiphany 
(the showing forth of the Savior to the world), and the Baptism of the Lord.   Just as the wise men brought the very best gifts 
they had to the baby Jesus, recognizing his three-fold role as priest, prophet, and king; so we have received princely gifts at 
our Baptism ï the seven fold gifts of the Holy Spirit. What gift or gifts did you give to Jesus this year? As the late radio com-
mentator Paul Harvey often observed, "Really, it's His birthday ï not ours."   
  

    We have just finished our annual exchange of gifts. All presents are given to be used and to be shared, and this is true no 
less for spiritual gifts ï wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel, piety/prayerfulness, fortitude, and fear of the Lord.    
  
    The greatest gift we have to share with one another is Jesus, as He is recognizable to others in us.  The Eucharist was 
given to us as nourishment for our life and ministry.   Vatican II recognized the Lordôs universal call to service, received at 
Baptism.  Our life and ministries are lived in ñstewardship,ò defined as the worthy use of our time, talents, and treasure, in 
service to God and one another.  It is in developing our talents, and serving with our gifts, that we grow in holiness.   
  
    In this new year of grace from the Lord, I ask each Knight and Lady to prayerfully consider the Lordôs call to holiness, lived 
in stewardship, and the particular response you can make as individuals, as married couples, or as a family. The Knights of 
Columbus are a service arm of the Church.  None of us can achieve holiness alone, without Godôs grace, and meaningful 
relationships. In fact, I believe our stewardship ï which goes way beyond the financial aspects ï will be the measure of love 
that the Lord will use in our particular judgments. He may well ask: ñHow have you loved? Tell me the ways.ò   
  
    We as Knights have embarked upon a new year of grace. It is a wonderful opportunity for new beginnings on a personal 
and Council level.  If I have not made the time (and it usually has to be a priority, often sacrificial) to serve my parish, my 
Council or my Assembly in some capacity, I need to act on that this year.  Every day is a gift from God, and we know not the 
length of our days - ñMemento Mori.ò    
  
    With our ever growing church family, we need many liturgical ministers ï lectors, hospitality ministers, Eucharistic minis-
ters, for example; as well as outreach ministers ï bereavement, ministers to the Sick, St. Vincent de Paul volunteers, Faith 
Formation teachers, and volunteers for the Fall Festival.   If you are retired, and can spare an hour a week, we need ministers 
to the sick for home bounds, in particular.  What a wonderful way to brighten someoneôs day, and your own as well!   What-
ever avenue of service you choose, it will make a difference.  No gift, from the heart, is ever too small.   
  
    As Knights and Ladies, we are a called and gifted people, and the Lord makes all things new.  In this New Year 2012, let 
us resolve to take a different path in life, responding generously to Godôs call.  And, I cannot emphasize enough the impor-
tance of praying for priestly and religious vocations, encouraging them in your own families.   
  
    Donôt forget to send me your prayer requests: sbaumann@annunciationorlando.org.  We will include them in our monthly 
newsletters.   
  
Prayerfully yours,  
  
  
Father Steve Baumann 
Chaplain 

Chaplainôs     

Corner 

mailto:sbaumann@annunciationorlando.org


              
Field Agent Report 
 

 

Brother Knights and Dear Friends, 
 

Different life stages, changing needs! 
 

You may have a long-range expense for which you are saving, such as college for your children.  You may be concerned about a 
comfortable, worry-free retirement.  You may want to protect your ability to earn a living.  You may wonder if needing costly long-
term care will deplete your hard-earned assets.  You want to have something to leave for your wife, children, or grandchildren. 
 

At some point you may have had all of these needs on your mind.  Over time, these thoughts make way for others as your needs 
evolve, your finances change, and you get older.  What is important to you at age 20, may not be at 30, or 45, or 65.  What is the 
best way to be prepared for these changes before they happen? 
 

One of the easiest ways to be financially ready for changes that come with different life stages is to meet annually with your profes-
sional Knights of Columbus agent, and address the needs that his analysis uncovers.  This can help you be ready to face the finan-
cial challenges and issues on the road ahead. 
 

During that annual visit, Iôll take the time to review your needs, goals, and budget.  Iôll update all beneficiaries on your policies and 
be sure your coverage meets your needs.  Iôll recommend a program of life insurance, long-term care, disability income insurance, 
and guaranteed retirement products that will help you rest easy at night. 
 

Whatever your needs, whatever your concerns, whatever your stage in life, I can help. 
For life insurance, retirement products, long-term care coverage, and disability income protection, give me a call and we can set up 
a meeting to discuss your needs and how you can expand or start your use of Knights of Columbus Insurance products.  Letôs talk 
today! Best Wishes Always and God Bless. 

Knights of Columbus Insurance 
Deacon James G. Shelley (FA #15311), Your Field Agent 

Cell: (407) 222-8142 ~~ Home: (407) 869-6892 

Pro Life Views  
 

 

It was a beautiful day. The ski was blue, without a cloud, a bit nippy but no wind to speak of. In short it 
was lovely day for a march ï a march for life.  
 
This past Saturday a group of at least 2,000 people gathered at the Great Cross in St. Augustine where 
they listened to music and a few speakers. Then, led by a group of Fourth Degree Knights in their regalia, all marched 
down San Marcos Ave (aka Rte. 1) to St. George Street past all of the shops to the Public Plaza in front of the Cathe-
dral. There they gathered at the pavilion where May Oliver, the lady who started this march about six or seven years 
ago, introduced Scott Klusendorf, the keynote speaker and one of the best apologists for pro-life principles in the coun-
try. Scott told all why all of us should be pro-life. After his talk and a prayer from a local minister the group headed to 
the local school where the Knights from the Cathedral had prepared a spaghetti dinner for all who wished to attend. 
 
Ever-increasing numbers of adults attend this pro-life march each year but what is most impressive is how each year 
the number of students has increased. They have increased exponentially. In my estimation there were double the 
amount of students and young people there this year than last year. People come from throughout Florida and some 
come from as far away as Savannah, Georgia. Many come by car but many also come by bus. In fact the Diocese of 
Orlando provided several buses that departed from various churches, one from St Mary Magdalen. 
 
If you have not attended mark your calendar to attend next year. It is both a spiritually fulfilling day as well as a fun day. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Paul and Mary Guyet                                                                                                                                                                             

Pro-Life Couple                                                                                                                                                                                   

Council #12761 



FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

*Keep Them in Your Prayers* 

  

  Gene Kowch, born June 27, 1924 in Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada  

  passed away peacefully with his wife at his side on Dec 23, 2011.  

  Name Reason  

1 Barbara Gesell Myeloma 

2 Barbra Hurley Gall Bladder 

3 Beth Hotz Cancer Treatment 

4 Bob Crooks Kidney Stones - Blood Clots 

5 Chuck Henry Dementia 

6 Dennis Stelling's Mother Repose of her Soul 

7 Gene Kowch Repose of his Soul 

8 George Foster TIA mini strokes 

9 Georgene Vrabel Cancer Treatment 

10 Gill Friedman Cancer Treatment 

11 Helen Heaman Dementia 

12 James Woods Diabetes 

13 Jean Glicini T-Cell Lymphoma Cancer 

14 Jim Gleason Cancer Treatment 

15 Jim Schaefer Pancreas Cancer 

16 Kathy Baltzer Dementia 

17 Kevin Madden Health Concerns 

18 Luke Williams Knee Surgery 

19 Mary Ellen Coakley Health Concerns 

20 Michael Labovitch Repose of his Soul 

21 Pino Gaglioti Muscular Distrophy 

22 Richard McAvinew Repose of his Soul 

23 Toni Cowwazzano Cancer Treatment 

24 George Kilbride Jr Leukemia 



AMF Altamonte Lanes                           
280 Douglas Ave, Altamonte Springs   

 

$21.00 per Person, Kids under 12 - $16.00   (Includes 3 games of bowling (3rd game is 9 Pin No-Tap )  

Pizza, Soda & Door Prize Chances.)  

Please mail all forms & check to: Gary Godard 370 Golf Brook Circle #206, Longwood FL 32779   

                                       

                                  YOU CAN SIGN UP THE DAY OF THE EVENT .                                                          

Make checks payable to Knights of Columbus.                                                             

 (Money Will Also Be Collected The Day Of The Event)  
 

                                                            If you do not have a team, show up on Sunday and we will put you on one.  

   There will be door prizes, 50/50 raffle and Strike Ball.                                    
   

All proceeds go toward  the Charitable Programs of  the Knights of Columbus Council 12761              

You can get all the forms  off our website: www.annunciationkofc.org 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A GREAT AND BLESSED DAY. 

TEAM, INDIVIDUAL, KIDS, AVID BOWLERS, AVERAGE BOWLERS,                                          
NEVER BOWLED BEFORE. EVERYONE WELCOME  

                          3rd Annual  

     Knights of Columbus                                                 

Annunciation Council 12761  

                       Bowl For Charity  

Sunday, February 26, 2012 

3:00 Start Time   

Check in begins at 2:00 

          LENTEN DINNERS 
If you would like to help out at the dinners, please contact: 

Joe DiSalvo/407-829-2030. All dinners are on a Friday and start at 

5:00.  The dates are: March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. 
 

Tell your friends, bring your family and help us celebrate the 

Lenten Season.  

 

 

 

 
 

The focus of this Season is the Cross and penance, penance, penance as we 
imitate Christ's forty days of fasting, like Moses and Elias before Him, and await 
the triumph of Easter. We fast, abstain, mortify the flesh, give alms, and think 
more of charitable works. 



                  Respect the Flag of the United States of America! 
 

Funny how you notice things ! Yesterday I volunteered to assist the Apopka PD during 
the annual Apopka Christmas Parade. It has always been an enjoyable experience 
watching the people, especially the kids, as they watch all the floats, Bands, Groups, 
and the like perform and display their support for their particular organization or 
Cause. Being somewhat of an ñOld Geezerò I always note in my mind the ñHonor 
Guardsò of these groups as they carry their banners and of course ñOur Bannerò, Old 
Glory ! This year however I noticed something that truly concerned me, each time the 
ñUnited States Flagò passed I saluted or held my hand over my heart as I always do. 
But I started to look around and hardly anyone else in the crowd showed any respect 
to ñOURò flag. I have been troubled by this and wondered why ?? Is it possible that 
children are not taught to show respect to our flag as they grow ? Is it possible their 
parents do not respect the flag ? Is it possible that because of government ñPoliticalò 
mandates that they are not allowed to learn why it is important, and donôt know any 
better ?  
I think I will continue to make every effort raise the level of awareness for ñOld Gloryò 
every chance I get. I hope you will join me !  

When a Knight Acts Selflessly, He Acts on Behalf of the World. 
 

A Knights of Columbus council can work wonders; in fact, with its many programs, 

 it can help change the parish, and community in which we live. A successful 

Knights of Columbus council needs members who take an initial idea, modifying 

it suit a specific situation and local needs, then implementing the program in a way that works. 

We are a ñCatholic, family, fraternal, service organization.ò This theme permeates the entire Ser-

vice Program;                                        all Church,  community, council, family, pro-life and youth activities. 

CATHOLIC ïthe common denominator for all of our members. Catholicism serves as the foundation for con-

tinued growth and performance. FAMILY ï the very basis of society around which all our programs and ac-

tivities revolve. FRATERNAL ïbanded together for the purpose of providing for the spiritual; and material      

welfare of our membership and parish. SERVICEðour involvement with and commitment to our Church, par-

ish, community, council family and youth. 

Our challenge is to ñSurgeéwith Service.ò  

Our Brother Knight and Pastor, Stephen Parks, is instituting new projects of action in our parish. One of these 

projects is organizing fellowship after weekend Masses once a month. We, the members of Annunciation 

Council, need to be involved in this and other parish projects. Please contact me to volunteer to help with orga-

nizing, and serving on this project. 

Vivat Jesus, 
 
Bob Nettles 
Annunciation Council Church Director 
PGK and PFN      407-297-1852 

Article Published in the Apopka Chief 
Rich Gesell / Knights of Columbus 

Council 12761 



4th Degree Wounded Warrior 

Christmas Party 

KNIGHTS VOLUNTEER HOURS AND TOTAL DONATIONS FOR 2011 

7600 Hours of Labor and $12,700.00 K of C Donations 

WAY TO GO KNIGHTS 



NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 

Gary & Kathy Godard John & Susie Lampe Joe & Rose DiSilva 

Dan & Emily McPherson Dick & Kathy Crowe Carmine M. Bravo 

Pedro Colon-Munoz Richard & Barbara Gesell Jim, Janier & Jessica Maki 

Ken Kiesel Phil Henderson Ralph & Maria Falconi 
Chuck Ness Carl Fairley Bob & Cheryl Nettles 

John Bowers Jack Sarkissian John & Maggie Woods 
George Kibride Carl Krot George McLaughlin 


